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Erie Blues & Jazz Festival is an outdoor event, rain or shine. This is not an inherently 
unsafe situation, but in the face of the ongoing pandemic health authorities strongly 
recommend an abundance of caution. If you are ill,  immunologically challenged, or an 
unvaccinated adult, please sit this one out. Wear masks and keep a safe distance when 
interacting with other people. Wash your hands. If you have NOT been vaccinated, there 
are opportunities on site. Look for signage directing you to the vaccine station or inquire 
at the Information Tent.
If you are NOT vaccinated, Allegheny Health Network/Saint Vincent is providing an 
opportunity for anyone to get Pfizer, Moderna, or Johnson & Johnson vaccinations on site 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday. Inquire at the Information Tent.

Every year, a community artist generously creates an original design to promote the 
Festival on posters, ads, buttons, and t-shirts. This year’s design was created by Kaitlyn 
Page, who will be exhibiting at the Festival along with other artists in a variety of media. 

Thank you to the creative team at Tungsten for graphic design 
and to Printing Concepts for generously donating the printing 
of this year’s poster.

A FESTIVAL IN THE TIME OF COVID-19

FESTIVAL POSTER

FESTIVAL MERCHANDISE

FOOD VENDORS

LAKE ERIE ALE TRAIL 

FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE BY The E

Posters, limited edition organic cotton t-shirts, printed by Silkscreen Unlimited, and 
Festival buttons can be purchased with cash or credit card at the Information Tent. 

This year’s all-local vendors include: Mel’s Mobile Diner, Dickey’s BBQ 
Pit, Tuxedo Dogs, Buckeye Chocolate, and Cold Stone Creamery.

Great local brews from Black Monk Brewery, Erie Ale Works, Erie Brewing 
Co., Nostrovia Brewing Co., Twisted Elk Brewery, and Voodoo Brewing Co. 

The Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority is again providing Festival 
visitors with free bus shuttle service from the Park and Ride lot on 
Lincoln Avenue near West 12th Street, from noon until 10 p.m. 
SATURDAY ONLY. 

In keeping with its long-term commitment to environmental awareness and 
education the Blues & Jazz Festival is joining forces with the Lake Erie Arboretum 
at Frontier Park (LEAF), to present the annual LEAF Festival, which offers family 
activities that educate and inspire a love of trees, and an appreciation for the 
enormous role trees play in our environment. Look for tree giveaways, scavenger 
hunts, and other fun tree activities throughout the park on Saturday from 2-6pm.

LEAF FESTIVAL

Members of Northwest PA EV Owners have joined with Our Air Our Water Our 
Rights to present a gathering of electric automobiles at Frontier Park.  The EVs will be 
arrayed on the lawn beside West Sixth Street in the northwest corner of Frontier Park 
on Saturday from 1-4pm.

ELECTRIC VEHICLE SHOW



Erie Arts and Culture presents the Erie Dance Film Festival at the Blues and Jazz 
Festival on Friday, September 24, at 7:00 p.m. The events starts with a pre-film 
performance of new choreography by dance makers Mariah Johnson of Erie 
Dance Theatre, Michael Patterson of Patterson School of Ballet and Jenna Swartz 
of Seiche Dance Collective. Following the performances will be a screening of 
the first Erie Dance Film Festival, showcasing five films, 45 minutes in length. 
Conceptualized in 2020, EDFF presents dance to new audiences through dance-
based digital media by pairing local dance makers and filmmakers to create 
original content choreographed and filmed in Erie County.

Erie Dance Film Festival

ABOUT THE PERFORMERS

Erie Blues & Jazz Festival is an outdoor event, rain or shine. This is not an inherently 
unsafe situation, but in the face of the ongoing pandemic health authorities strongly 
recommend an abundance of caution. If you are ill,  immunologically challenged, or an 
unvaccinated adult, please sit this one out. Wear masks and keep a safe distance when 
interacting with other people. Wash your hands. If you have NOT been vaccinated, there 
are opportunities on site. Look for signage directing you to the vaccine station or inquire 
at the Information Tent.
If you are NOT vaccinated, Allegheny Health Network/Saint Vincent is providing an 
opportunity for anyone to get Pfizer, Moderna, or Johnson & Johnson vaccinations on site 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday. Inquire at the Information Tent.

Thanks to our sponsors, Festival performances and activities are FREE for all! The 
Festival asks everyone to donate to the Bucket Brigade; volunteers circulate throughout 
the event and ask that all adults donate a minimum of $10 each. All donors giving $10 
receive a limited edition Festival button as a “thank you”. All funds raised help offset 
Festival costs.

SUPPORTING US

FESTIVAL RULES AND RESTRICTIONS
We have only a few, but they are very important!
Please follow them for a smooth Festival experience.
• DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED on Festival grounds; owners with dogs will be asked 
to leave.
• NO TENTS SET-UP BEFORE 9 AM ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th.
  Tents set up earlier will be dismantled.
• Tents must be set up in designated areas only.
• No unauthorized vehicles may be driven onto the grounds.
• Overnight camping and open flame cooking prohibited.
• No unauthorized sales or solicitations.

For more than 25 years, Squonk has been touring the United States, Europe and 
Asia with multi-disciplinary performances that beggar description. Composer 
Jackie Dempsey and artist Steve O’Hearn work with an ensemble of 10-20 artists 
to create post-industrial performances with original music, design, and staging 
outside the rules of mass culture, fashion, or academia.  The Buffalo News hailed 
Squonk  as “Rust Belt dada” and the Washington Post described them as “Debussy 
meets Godzilla.” 2018 Erie Blues & Jazz Festival-goers were treated to Pneumatica, 
an outrageous event about air, made of air, and powered by air. This year Squonk 
Opera offers three opportunities to enjoy their amazing artistry in a new 
performance, entitled Hand to Hand, propelled by 2 giant puppet hands, each the 
size of a house and rigged like a sailing ship. Squonk’s amazing kinetic sculptural 
creations are set to original rock music. 

Squonk Opera



King Solomon Hicks 

ABOUT THE PERFORMERS

Michigan-based singer, guitarist, 
bandleader, songwriter Larry 
McCray grew up on a farm in 
Arkansas, where he learned “low-
down and dirty blues” from his 
sister Clara, who toured regionally 
with her band, the Rockets. He 
rapidly honed his skills, touring 
with a band that included his 
brothers Carl and Steve, on bass and 
drums, and released his first album 
in 1990. Nine albums later (half on 
his own Magnolia Records label), 
he has toured around the world and 
won numerous awards. By curtailing 
touring, the pandemic, including a 
bout with COVID, allowed McCray 
to focus on song-writing, so the 
Erie audience can expect a typically 
rousing show with electrifying 
guitar work and fresh tunes.

 Larry McCray

A rapidly rising star, guitarist 
King Solomon Hicks grew up in 

Harlem and absorbed all kinds of 
music. It’s “not like New Orleans, 
where music is 24 hours a day—
but it’s close,” Hicks explains. He 

started playing guitar at the age of 
six, and appeared onstage at the 

Cotton Club at 13. Spending much 
of his youth in the company of 

great musicians, he notes, “taught 
me to NOT be the fastest guitar 

player. I wanted to be the one who 
knew the most riffs and drew on 

a lot of knowledge so I could play 
anything, and with anyone.” Since 

then, he has toured internationally 
and shared the stage with a litany 

of musical greats. Hicks’ debut 
album, and his Erie performance, 

feature the blues: “I wanted people 
to feel like they’re in a juke joint, 

listening to what the blues sounds 
like in 2019, my own spin on it.” 

But expect to see a lot more of 

Traditional blues and jazz from 
the 1920s and ‘30s, performed by 
virtuoso musicians Jim Froman, 

guitar and vocals, and Jackson 
Froman, keyboard and vocals. 

House of Rhythm him, all over the musical map: 
“I want people to know me as 
a musician first.  I’m trying to 
get my roots planted with the 
blues fans, and later I’ll cross 
over into some different worlds. 
There’s a lot I want to do — I’m 
patient, but at the same time I’m 
really ready for people to hear 
my music. Can’t wait, actually…” 
And neither can we.



When acclaimed bassist, composer, 
producer and teacher Tony Grey was 

invited to appear at the Festival, he 
suggested that it be in the context 

of the Chautauqua Jazz Revival, 
a quartet led by pianist/vocalist 
Nicholas Nasibyan, with Kevin 

Timko on saxophone and Michael 
Hibbler on drums, and Tony Grey on 
bass. The group, with a changing cast 
of guest artists, has been performing 
regionally for the past couple years, 

weathering the pandemic with online 
performances and a growing number 

of live shows since emerging last 
spring with a concert celebrating 
the re-opening of the Roger Tory 

Peterson Institute. 

Legendary composer, arranger 
and multi-instrumentalist Kahil 

El’Zabar has been a force to be 
reckoned with in jazz since the 1970s, 

recording more than 60 projects,  
including 40 albums as leader or 

co-leader. Dr. Kahil El’Zabar, (PhD 
in Interdisciplinary Arts from Lake 

Forest College, 2006),

Trombonist Chris Dempsey has 
returned to his hometown, and is 

celebrating with an ensemble of veteran 
musicians from Erie and Buffalo:  Allen 

Zurcher on saxophones; Alec Dube, 
vibes; Paul LaDuca, bass; and John 

Bacon, Jr. on drums.

first went on the road with 
the legendary Gene Ammons, 
and throughout his career has 
collaborated with such luminaries 
as Dizzy Gillespie, Pharoah 
Sanders, Stevie Wonder, Lester 
Bowie, Nina Simone, Archie Shepp, 
Eddie Harris, David Murray, 
Donny Hathaway, Malachi Favors, 
Kurt Elling, Neneh Cherry, and 
many others. El’Zabar joined the 
influential AACM (Association 
for the Advancement of Creative 
Musicians) in 1970, and served as 
chairman from 1975-82. He has 
won numerous awards, including 
Down Beat and Jazz Is magazine 
polls. Sir El’Zabar was actually 
knighted by the French government 
in 2014 (Chevalier Medal of Letters) 
for his contribution to the arts 
internationally. He was named 
Chicagoan of the year in 2006 by 
the Chicago Tribune. Well known 
to Erie audiences from his annual 
appearances here with his Ethnic 
Heritage Ensemble for over two 
decades. This is his first appearance 
at the Blues & Jazz Festival, as he 
has spent August since 2008 as 
artist in residence in the City of 
Bordeaux, France, where he has 
created, organized, and produced 
a myriad of stellar performance 
and exhibition projects.  El’Zabar 
is widely considered by his peers, 
as well as filmmaker George Lucas, 
to be one of the most innovative 
and influential musicians of his 
generation.  In addition to El’Zabar, 
on percussion, kalimba, and voice, 
the Quartet features the renowned 
Corey Wilkes on trumpet and 
bells, Justin Dillard, keyboard and 
percussion, and Isiah Collier, reeds 
and percussion.

Chris Dempsey Group

Chautauqua Jazz Revival

Kahil El’Zabar’s Quartet



Artists from Northwest Pennsylvania Artists Association, the Chroma 
Guild and others are exhibiting and demonstrating their work. Artists 
include Jason Amatangelo, Lisa Austin, Sarah Everett (sharing her 
Creating with Community project), Antonio Howard, Kaitlyn Page, Barb 
Yerace, Emidalys Serrano, Esther Ortiz, Lourdes Jasso, and others.

Saturday Demos:

All day: Ansumana Gbembo (African tailor), Armando Reyes 
(Woodworker and drum maker), Meryem-Zina (Arabic Calligraphy), 
Fatima Athow & Afaf Kormouna (henna) 

2:00 – 4:00: NPAA Figure Drawing with Live Model (at the McCain 
Outdoor Classroom.) All are welcome to sit in and draw.

2:30 - 3:00: Fredy Huamán Malqui: Wood Carving Demonstration 

3:00 – 5:00: Esther Hong: Asian watercolor

5:00 – 6:00: Courtney Pettis: drawing

Sunday Demos:

Ansumana Gbembo (African tailor), Meryem-Zina (Arabic Calligraphy),
Fatima Athow & Afaf Kormouna (henna) and others.

ARTISTS AT WORK

To learn more about our visiting artists,
please visit eriebluesandjazz.com!

A variety of talented local poets read at the Festival as part of an 
international movement promoting community engagement, peace, and 
sustainability. Poets include Bigg Wash, John B. Burroughs, Sean Thomas 
Dougherty, Mabel Howard, Thasia Lunger, Barbara Crone, Kim Noyes, 
Matt Borczon, and Chuck Joy, followed by an Open Mic! To learn more 
about our visiting poets please visit eriebluesandjazz.com.

100 THOUSAND POETS FOR CHANGE

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MANY 
FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL



To learn more about our visiting artists,
please visit eriebluesandjazz.com!

The Festival is supported in part by a grant from Clarence E. Beyers Music 
Performance Fund of the Erie Arts Endowment. This engagement of Squonk Opera 
is funded through the Mid Atlantic Tours program of Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation 
with support from the National Endowment for the Arts.

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MANY 
FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL

FESTIVAL STAFF

ARTISTIC COMMITTEE

Thank you to the more than 100 volunteers who assist with 
set-up and tear-down, clean-up, traffic management, button and 
T-shirt sales, hospitality, and the thousands of details that go into 
making the Festival run smoothly.

AutoExpress, Breanna Adams, Jacob 
Bartko, Ruth Benner, Mike Berlin, Nick 

Blish, Nick Bruno, Mike Carnevale, 
Richard Chapman, Chroma Guild, Jim 

Colvin, Erie County Adult Probation, 
Erie Downtown Partnership, Divine 

Nine, Jody Farrell, Nina Ferraro, 
Patrick Fisher, Ken Fromknecht, Jamie 
Keim, Issy Lawrie, Matt Lebowitz, Art 

Leopold, Cory Lino, Nick Matteson, 
Olivia McCaslin, Jeff McCullor, Steve 

Mik, NPAA, Jesse Olszewski, Dave 
Papesch, Phil Papotnik, Vern Peterson, 

PopLuck Gourmet Popcorn, Prism 
Glass Recycling, Mary Pruchniewski, 

Raven Sound, Reed Manufacturing, 
Tammy Roche, Dave Rocco, Matthew 

Sanfilippo, Rob Seaman, Romolo 
Chocolates, David Tamulonis,

Rosa Fatica Showers, Tungsten Creative, 
U-Frame-It, John Vahanian, Nick 

Warren, Carol Witherow, and all the 
Friends of the Festival who have very 
generously provided support through 

Erie Gives Day.

FESTIVAL BOARD

Artistic Director:  John Vanco 
Producer:  Megan Blish
Ways and Means:  Amanda Sissem
Social Media:  Bailey Williams Pituch
Volunteer Coordinator:  Kelly Armor 
Emcee:  Abdullah “Bigg Wash” Washington

John Vanco, Chair • Kelly Armor, Co-chair 
Megan Blish • George Burton • Tauna Hunter 
Lourdes Jasso • Chuck Joy 
Thasia Lunger • Bailey Pituch • Alexa Potter 
Deborah Sementelli • Abdullah Washington
Kristen Weibel • Allen Zurcher

Rebecca Styn, Chair
Danny Jones
Bailey Pituch
Anne Rahner
Christine Rush-McCullum
Amanda Sissem
Frank Strumila
Tanya Teglo
John Vanco



1:00 – 6:00 Artists at Work (Middle of Park)
2:00 – 3:00 Squonk Opera (Middle of Park)
3:00 – 4:30 Chris Dempsey Group (Mainstage)
5:00 – 6:30 Chautauqua Jazz Revival (Mainstage)
7:00 – 8:30 Kahil El’Zabar’s Quartet (Mainstage)

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE
FRIDAY 7:00 pm Erie Dance Film Festival (Gazebo)

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

1:00 – 4:00 Electric Vehicle Show (6th Street Lawn)
1:00 – 6:00 Artists at Work (Middle of Park)
1:30 – 2:30 Squonk Opera (Middle of Park)
2:00 – 6:00 LEAF Festival (Middle of Park)
2:30 – 4:00 House of Rhythm (Mainstage)
4:30 – 6:00 100 Thousand Poets for Change & Open Mic
  (McCain Amphitheater)
4:30 – 6:00 King Solomon Hicks Band (Mainstage)
6:00 – 7:00 Squonk Opera (Middle of Park)
7:00 – 8:30 Larry McCray Blues Band (Mainstage)

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

The Chapman Family

Friends of the Festival


